From:                              PHS Commissioned Corps Medical Officers [COMMCORPS_MEDOFFCRS@LIST.NIH.GOV] on behalf of Purohit-Sheth, Tejashri [Tejashri.Purohit-Sheth@FDA.HHS.GOV]
Sent:                               Thursday, November 05, 2009 12:01 PM
To:                                   COMMCORPS_MEDOFFCRS@LIST.NIH.GOV
Subject:                          PPAC Newsletter 11/5/09
Categories:                     PPAC website
Good Morning All,
 

1.  Next  PPAC  Meeting  on 11/18/09  at 1300 EST .  Call in number: 866-756-7152, Participant Code: 4318558 or, for those of you who can't use toll-free numbers, 210-835-2533.   
 
2. Deadline dates for COER's 
            A. COER is available for officers on 7 Oct 2009. 
            B.COER is due to the Rater by 21 Oct 2009  
            C.COER is due to the Reviewing Official (RO) by 4 November 2009.
            D. COER is due to the Office of Commissioned Corps Operations (OCCO) by 18 November 2009.
3.  New Surgeon General: Dr. Regina M. Benjamin was confirmed as Surgeon General of the USPHS on October 29, 2009. You can find some a biographical sketch at: http://dcp.psc.gov/ccbulletin/articles/Benjamin_11_2009.aspx
 
4. Promotion 2010: If you are up for promotion this coming cycle, please see the important information here: http://dcp.psc.gov//promotions_table_of_contents.aspx
 
5.  The November 2009 Commissioned Corps Ebulletin has been published online and is available here: http://dcp.psc.gov/ccbulletin/articles/CCBulletin_11_2009.aspx
 
6 . Opportunities to Serve on AMA Committees and Boards of Directors of AMSB's. Please see the following excerpted from a previous email from CAPT Helminiak.
 As you may know, each year the AMA solicits nominations for AMA sponsored positions on various Residency Review Committees (RRCs) as well as for positions on the Boards of Directors for a number of American Medical Specialty Boards (AMSBs) for 2010. This year there are 17 positions on 14 different RRCs and a total of 9 AMSB Board of Director positions that are open for consideration. Details about prospective openings & the application process are at http://www.ama-assn.org/go/councilmeded.  (Note: Current membership in the AMA is required for this particular endorsement). Interested officers should be advised that appropriate Outside Activity Clearance is necessary through their ethics counselors prior to accepting any role. All applications should be sent directly to RADM James Galloway, with a cc to myself, by January 8.
 
7. Communications: The PPAC website is currently in transition to a new server. In the interim, we are unable to post new documents to the current PPAC website. SO, all new or revised documents will be made available on the PPAC portal. Please see instructions below on how to join. 
A. PPAC Listserve: PPAC newsletters such as this one will go out periodically, providing important information on topics relevant to all PHS medical officers (e.g. active duty, retired, and IRC). Past PPAC newsletters are archived on the web, at listserv.nih.gov. To sign up, send an email to Listserv@list.nih.gov with the following text: subscribe Commcorps_medoffcrs firstname lastname.
B. PPAC Website: The PPAC website is a rich source of information for PHS officers. In addition to information about the Physicians Professional Advisory Committee (PPAC), it provides links to key information deemed useful for PHS officers and is often a quick and easy way to find the most relevant information about recent news, policies, promotion, uniforms, etc. Available at: http://usphs-ppac. net/
C. PPAC Portal: The PPAC Portal is a password-protected area of an NIH server for use by PHS medical officers. The Portal is used to share draft policy proposals for comment, job openings for medical officers, PPAC Committee minutes, discussion threads, and other material whose intended audience is limited to PHS medical officers. Copy and paste the following link for instructions on how to obtain access: http://usphs-ppac.net/PPAC_Portal__Instructions_09-17-08.pdf
8. 2009 Schedule of PPAC Calls and Forums: PPAC meetings and Open Forums will continue to occur bimonthly on a staggered basis on the dates listed below. They will begin at 1300 EST on Wednesdays. A call number and an agenda will be sent out prior to each meeting. ALL PHS MEDICAL OFFICERS ARE WELCOME TO JOIN THE CALLS AND THE FORUMS!!! The calls are formal meetings (required for voting members) intended to share and discuss issues the PPAC is working on. The Forums are intended to be opportunities to explore issues of interest to medical officers in greater depth and less formality. Please let me  know if you have topics or speaker suggestions for the Forums since we'd like to make sure that we cover relevant and engaging issues.   
PPAC Meetings: Jan 28, Mar 25, May 20, July 15, Sept 16, Nov 18
PPAC Forums: Feb 25, April 15, June 17, Aug 19, Oct 21, Dec 16 
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