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Introduction: Agency Assignments

• Trained in preventive medicine
• EIS program at CDC (2001 – 2003)

– National Center for Infectious Diseases
– Healthcare associated outbreak investigations
– Healthcare associated disease surveillance among healthcare 

workers
• Medical epidemiologist at FDA (2003 – 2008)

– Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research
– Post-marketing vaccine adverse event surveillance

• Medical officer (2008 – current)
– National Institute of Allergy and Infectious Diseases
– Safety oversight of volunteers enrolled in clinical trials

2



Introduction: PHS Deployment Team

• Applied Public Health Team 3 (since 2006)
– Member, Epidemiology Section (2006 – 2009)

• Deployment role: epidemiologist
• Hurricane Ike response, Texas (2008)

– Lead, Epidemiology, Surveillance and 
Preventive Service Group, Blue Roster (2010 –
current)

• Deployment role: team leader
• ~ 10 officers with specialization in epidemiology, 

preventive service and health education
• OFRD medical readiness training, Tennessee (2010)
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Applied Public Health Teams
• 5 Teams 
• Report within 36 hours
• Provide epidemiology, preventive medicine 

services and environmental health services 
and assessments

• 1 team on-call every 5 months with half of 
the team as primary

• 47 officers per team
• Usually 2-week deployment 
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Applied Public Health Team 
Functional Structure
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Hurricane Ike Response Timeline (1)

• APHT 3 on call month (September)
• Team conference call (Aug 25)
• On advisory status (Aug 27)
• On alert status for possible deployment (Aug 31)
• On advisory status (Sep 2) 
• Activation of CC by HHS Secretary (Sep 3) 
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Hurricane Ike Response Timeline (2)
• Hurricane Ike landfall in Texas (Sep 13)
• On alert status (Sep 14)
• Mission Assignment authorized by the Federal 

Emergency Management Agency (Sep 18)
• Travel arrangement by the Secretary’s Operation 

Center (Sep 18)
• Departure flight to Austin; report through chain of 

command (Sep 19)
• APHT 3 deployed and attached to the Incident 

Response Command Team with base of operations 
at the Austin Joint Field Office (Sep 19)

• Demobilization (Sep 28 – Oct 3)
• Return flight to DC (Oct 3) 7



Hurricane Ike Response: Assignments
• First Assignment (Sep 22 – 27): 

– Epidemiological support to Texas Department of State Health 
Services

– Lodging and meal: hotel (Austin) and per diem 
– Base of Operation: Austin Joint Field Office 
– Assist state epidemiologist in the analysis and reporting of injury and 

disease surveillance data from Federal Medical Stations and 
Shelters

– Working hours: 8 -12 hours

• Second Assignment (Sep 28 – Oct 2): 
– Galveston Island Rapid Community Public Health Needs 

Assessment
– Lodging and meal: FEMA tent (Galveston Island) at local airport
– Base of Operation: Galveston County Health District
– Conduct a rapid community needs assessment in collaboration with 

state and CDC health officials 
– Working hours: 8 - 12 hours 8



Rapid Community Needs 
Assessment: Data Collection Form

Slide adapted from the presentation by RADM Sven E. Rodenbeck, former APHT 3 Team Commander
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Hurricane Ike Response: Logistics
• Uniform: BDU including PHS baseball cap 

– boot with steel toe (wear before deployment)
• Equipments and supplies: 

– travel order
– government credit card
– government IDs
– team roster and contact information
– USB thumb drive
– reference materials
– blackberry and cell phone
– portable GPS
– personal items (e.g., sleeping bag, linen, flashlight, first 

aid, etc)
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OFRD Medical Readiness Training, 
Tennessee, March, 2010

• Team Notification (Feb 8)
• Departure to Knoxville, TN (Mar 14)
• Training duration: 1 week
• Return to DC (Mar 21)
• Collaboration with Tennessee Department of Health and 

Chattanooga-Hamilton County Health Department
– coordinate with state and county health officials in developing 

potential missions
– assist CHCHD in the design and conduct of a survey to 

assess the knowledge, attitude and behavior towards H1N1 
vaccination among county residents

• Lodging and meal: hotel and convention center; per diem
• Working hours: 8 – 16 hours
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The End

• Thank you!
• Questions?
• Contact information

– e-mail: soju.chang@nih.hhs.gov
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